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Inside this issue:  

    I made the mistake of thinking there would be 

more sunshine on the way. It turns out that the little bit 

of sunshine we had (which was nice while it lasted) was 

just false hope.  This is what spring is for though, right? The chance of rain 

stopping for summer probably wonôt be too likely anyway. As long as the 

rains are few and farther between, it will keep the dust down.  We should be 

thankful we arenôt experiencing the record storms and tornados happening 

all over the rest of the United States.  

 I am sure the rain wonôt stop rambunctious rock hounds anyway. If 

we arenôt in the field, we can still be working our material in our nice and 

dry shop, shed, or some blue tarp covered area, etc.  Weather canôt be an 

excuse to prevent you from working in this rock related hobby. Especially 

since there is a technique that we just learned about last meeting -  faceting! 

Everyone should give faceting a shot. It may be a little time consuming, but 

donôt feel bad about it. It takes about 2 hours, but I took about six hours on 

a common cut. I still had a good time and learned a lot. If you have the 

chance, make sure you say thank you to John Franke for his outstanding 

faceting demonstration/rundown.  It was very straightforward, to the point, 

and takes the edge of the intimidating side of this hobby. Thank you, John.  

 Who wants a new club T -shirt? It has been quite a few years since 

our last T -shirt design was decided upon and purchased. It is time to find a 

new design.  Let me know if we should go through with voting on a new de-

sign and making more shirts. Should everyone be involved in brainstorming 

ideas, or should we leave it to the juniors so that we may vote on it as a 

club?  

 This monthôs program should be quite an interesting display for sure, 

make sure you donôt miss out. Bring some of your latest finds or your latest 

works to the show -and - tell; I would be interested to see what you got. 

Hope to see you there!  

    -President, Nathan Schackmann  

 

A Message From Our New                          
President,  Nathan Schackmann:                                       

Celebrating 71 Years!  

June, 2011 http://www.kmgs.org  



 

 

 Yearly DUES are due July 1                  

$10.00 for Adult Membership                               

$20.00 for Family Membership  

$2.50 for Single Junior    

  If you are going to mail in your 
renewal, please send it to :  

Bobbie Sack  
PO Box 3015  

Belfair, WA  98528  
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June Meeting News:  

The June General Meeting will be held on                 

Friday, June 10th at 7:00  PM  in the                              

basement day care center (entrance in the back) 

of Chico  Alliance Church  3670 Chico Way NW                

Bremerton, Washington.  

Program:  

Howard Jackson will be doing a Stone Carving 

Demonstration at the June meeting. Howard is 

the co -founder of the ñN.W. Coast Stone Carving 

Associationò. He carves slate, alabaster, granite, 

marble, river rock, and other varieties of stone 

and will be demonstrating his carving techniques 

on those samples.    - Bob Lavery  

 

Display Table:  

We will have a display table for June.   Everyone 

is encouraged to participate in this portion of the 

meeting.   Seeing what you've found or what you 

have been working on is one of the best parts of 

the meeting, so please bring something to share 

    - Garry Mahan  

Juniors:  

There is no program currently scheduled for the 

Juniors. If you would like to volunteer to help 

please see Evah Summers.  

See you at the meeting.   - Evah Summers  

 

June Board Meeting:  

The next Board Meeting will be on Thursday 

June 16th at 6:30pm  at the Chico Alliance 

Church, in the Juniors Activity room.  All Mem-

bers are encouraged to attend board meet-

ings and participate.  

Needed:                                                       

Tumbled material for the  

 November Show!                                             

-  Doug Leider and Jim McClure  

Rock Talks  

Anyone interested in helping with "Rock Talks", 

our club's Education Program for schools scouts 

and other groups.   Now is the time to signup 

and  learning how to give a good lesson in ge-

ology, what to say, what not to say and enjoy 

seeing the young students light up when they 

learn something new. Contact Ruth But-

ler/Brooks (fossil75@comcast.net) or Jack Eads 

(jacke@wavecable.com ) and sign up now..   

 

NWFMS  

Hard Rock News  

Past " Hard Rock News " issues can be 

viewed/downloaded online at 

www.kmgs.org .   Under "Hard Rock Newslet-

ter", then "archives".   There are also links to 

other newsletters listed below the archives.  

    - Jack Eads  

KMGS Chairpersons:   

Please keep our members informed about what 

you need from them.                     

Put a note in the newsletter regularly.   
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Continued on page four left  

KITSAP MINERAL AND GEM SOCIETY 

GENERAL MEETING 

13 MAY 2011 

The meeting was called to order by President Na-

than Schackmann.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 

led by some of our Junior Members.  

Tonight we welcomed 2 guests:  JoAnne Morris and 

Mari Jo Hudson, both of Bremerton.  Welcome, la-

dies!  

Announcements:  The Pt Townsend Gemoree is this 

weekend and is FREE!  Always a fun time everyone 

is invited.  

Juniors:  Evah Summers held a brief safety meeting 

with the parents to talk about eye protection when 

cracking open ñconcretionsò.  Tonight the Juniors 

will learn to crack open concretions containing 

ñfauxò fossils for painting. 

Nothing new for Cheer.  

Membership:  Dues are due in June so please donôt 

forget to pay them either at the meeting or by mail.  

Fall Festival News:  Jim McClure reported that our 

fees for the Presidentôs Hall at the Fairgrounds have 

been paid and the fire permit has been taken care 

of so weôre good to go.  Now is the time to start 

tumbling those rocks if you havenôt already begun.  

Patt Jolly has grit for sale if you need some.  Lau-

ren Lownik is looking for a few good sewers for the 

grab bags so if youôre interested in helping, please 

contact her.  The committee bought more skirting 

for the tables which will comply with the fire safety 

rules.  Dealers may also use Christmas tree retard-

ant to keep their tables covers safe and fire re-

sistant.  The committee will meet at Ruth Brooks -

Butlerôs home on May 17th at 6:30 PM. 

Kitsap County Fair:  Doug Leider has the sign -up 

sheets for volunteers and displays.  Set up is Mon-

day, August 22nd and the Fair runs from August 

24th to the 28th so there are plenty of opportuni-

ties to help!  Our success is totally dependent on 

volunteers!!!  There are 20 Junior Cases available 

so please, show off what you know!  Donôt be shy!  

VOLUNTEER!!  

Donôt forget tonightôs Silent Auction and Raffle tick-

ets.  Winners of the raffle will be drawn during the 

break.   

Field Trip:  The upcoming trip to Green Water 

promises some excellent seam material.  Barring 

snow at the higher elevations the trip should be an 

easy one to get to.  The June trip is on the 18th 

NOT the 19th as previously announced.  You can 

contact Dean Norman for maps and instructions to 

the trip locations.  

NW Federation:  The NW Federation Convention is 

on July 20th in Chehalis.  Admission is $3 for 

adults.  There will be silent auctions and lots of 

wonderful information and displays for everyone to 

enjoy.  More information is available from the Fed-

eration website, www.amfed.org.  

Summer Picnic:  The Annual picnic will be held on 

Saturday, July 23rd from noon to 4 at Raab Park in 

Poulsbo.  Bring your favorite potluck item to share 

and be prepared for a whole lot of fun!  

Show and Tell:  Woody Woodside and Dean Nor-

man showed off their beautiful Saddle Mountain 

petrified wood collected on the April fieldtrip.  Dean 

also had some wonderful red moss agate collected 

from his trip to Red Top.  He also promoted the 

rock talks that are given at our local schools.  Mate-

rial for the kids is easy ï a couple of days in a tum-

bler to clean it up is all thatôs really needed and the 

kids really appreciate taking home just about any-
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Refreshments for the June Meeting will be 

brought to you by ñEò and ñFò.                                   

(See page five for details.)  

thing we want to share with them.  Keep this in 

mind when youôve collected some of those ever 

popular PGRs and Leaverites and arenôt sure what 

to do with them. Judy Brown shared some great 

material collected at Green Mountain near Kalama.  

Much of what was found was either on the surface 

or just below including a large stalactite from a ge-

ode.  Thank you to everyone who shared.  

By Laws:  Patt Jolly, Linda Mathison and Ruth 

Brooks -Butler worked together to update the clubôs 

By Laws.  Published in last monthôs newsletter only 

yielded comments from one person.  There was one 

typo to correct and a suggestion to give thank you 

gifts to all the elected officers when leaving office 

rather than only the President.  Patt offered copies 

of the old By Laws so members could compare the 

new suggestions.  Nearly every paragraph was af-

fected in some way.  If there are any other com-

ments, please contact one of the three ladies.  The 

Board will discuss the proposed change and the By 

Laws will be voted on at the regular club meeting in 

June.  

Following the break, John Franke presented a great 

talk on faceting.  Showing many examples of vari-

ous techniques he also talked about how easy fac-

eting really is and challenged everyone to give it a 

try.   

Being no further business the meeting was ad-

journed.  

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Linda Mathison  

Crazy - Land, A Pleasant Surprise This Morning  

Hi Everyone,  

As is my want in the morning, I'll check the net and 

will cruise through a group of my favorite websites. I'll 

check the local http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/  

and Seattle news http://www.seattlepi.com/ and  

http://www.komonews.com/, and then I'll start my 

mineral cruise. I'll hit Mindat http://www.mindat.org/, 

Jordi's ( http://www.mineral - forum.com/message -

board/ and the McRock's 

http://mcrocks.websitetoolbox.com/ message boards 

and then I'll hit The -Vug http://www.the -vug.com/ to 

see the newest offerings there. It was while visiting 

The-Vug's website this morning that I clicked on the 

Mineral's Live!, Collector's Edge, 2nd Anniversary 

Ustream video to see what Richard and the guys had 

to say. As I watched, I found my morning shifting 

over towards crazy - land as Richard started talking 

about, and showing pictures of, me?!  

Crazy! After watching, and while still in a bit of shock, 

I called Richard to give him heck! As we joked, he 

mentioned I'd been featured on an earlier program 

too. Again, journeying back to crazy - land, incredu-

lously I inquired as to which show. Below are the links 

to the 2 programs, the oldest first, where they talk 

about/ give me a bad time regarding the display I 

presented at last year's big 2010 Tucson Show (To 

read of this, please see... 

http://www.mcrocks.com/ftr10 -

1/CornishApril2010.html ). If you'd like to share in the 

fun, please check the video's below.  

I hope you all have a wonderful day and find happy 

surprises awaiting! All the very best,  

John Cornish  

John Cornish is one our Gem Show vendors and is 

very active on the Olympic Peninsula.  
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More Cool Rockhound Websites:  

www.amfed.org/nfms/  (Check out NW show 

info online) ww.amfed.org  

See this newsletter in color at our  website : 

www.kmgs.org                                                                             

We rely on our club members to provide 

snacks for our General  Meetings.  Here is our 

schedule for 2011:  

If the first letter of your last name begins with a 

ñEò or ñFò you will be responsible for bringing re-

freshments for the June meeting.                                                          

 

 

                                                                                           

June  ñEò and ñFò 

July and August ðNo Meetings ï KMGS             

Picnic /Potluck in July  

September ñBò                                                                                                                                                                                                 

October   ñSò and ñTò 

November  ñOò, ñPò, ñQò and ñRò 

and anyone that was inadvertently missed earlier in 

the year  

December ðChristmas Potluck                                                                                             

We encourage finger food that can 

be placed on a napkin.  We also en-

courage healthy snacks as well as 

those yummy treats that we are all 

used to having at the meeting!  The club provides 

the  beverages.             Remember that when it is 

your month to bring refreshments, you need to plan 

to help with set -up and clean -up in the kitchen for 

that meeting.  -  Kathy Reimers  

June Birthdays  

Bahereh Brons (6 -23) Nancy 

Clifford (6 -20) Brandon Coulter 

(6 -3) Candiss Gniot (6 -30) 

Maure Gunderson (6 -27) Char-

lotte Heesacker (6 -19) Maurice 

Hooks (6 -30) Rick Hurst Coral Kapuaala (6 -11) Don 

Lorimore (6 -25) Lauren Lownik (6 -25) Shane 

McWilliams (6 -1) Kathy Reimers (6 -23) Heather 

Schackmann (6 -5) Tony Schackmann (6 -11) Clark 

Smith (6 -10) Forrest Webb (6 -30) Christopher Wood 

(6 -14)  

June Wedding Anniversaries  

John Dickinson  

Joseph and Martha Fillo  

John and Elise Gehr (6 -7)  

Shane and Vicki McWilliams (6 -27)  

Paul and Kathy Morgan  

Jim and Linda Radtke (6 -3)  

Jim and Joyce Reid  

Dave and Kathy Reimers (6 -29)  

Ed and Laura Reinhardt (6 -20)  

Woody and Kathy Woodside  

Please contact Kathy Reimers for addi-

tions or corrections.  (360) 731 -5963    

dnkreimers@yahoo.com  

Quick Quiz:  

Who was born on June 23 ? 

Where is the next KMGS Field Trip?  

Refreshment Rotation for 2011  
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KMGS Tip of the Month  

Making Cabochon Templates:  Tired of the same 

templates.  You can make your own with a playing 

card.  Fold it in half and mark, then cut out your 

pattern.  Unfold the card and you half a symmet-

rical template.  

Identify, then get those scratches out:  Many 

times, while grinding cabs, you will see scratches 

during inspection.  Nobody wants to start sanding 

over, so sand in different directions for each grit, 

that  way you will be able to see the scratches from 

the previous grit and will be able to get them all 

out.  

Jewelry Tip of the Month  

Storing your Wire  

 

Many wire -wrapping artistsô use many different 

type, size and material of wire.  Sometimes itôs 

from the different sources.  Keeping this wire sort-

ed is a constant challenge.  Try using a divided pa-

per storage folder.  It has many different partitions 

for different wire, and keeps the wire from being 

packed too tight.  

 

Binding Wire  

Many wire -wrapping artistsô use tape to hold their 

wire together while they wrap it.  This leaves a 

sticky residue on the finished wire that must be re-

moved.  Next time try using smaller gauge beading 

wire to hold the wire bundle together.  Itôs quick 

and easy and doesnôt leave any residue to clean off. 

Storing your Stones  

Try using 35mm slide pages to store your finished 

cabochons.  Each page can hold 20 cabochons and 

fits in a standard notebook that can be carried sep-

arately from  your tools and wire.  The pages are 

clear so itôs easy to pick that perfect cab for your 

next creation.  

May Field Trip to Greenwater  

ñGreetings from the Fieldò On this field trip, we had 

5 members attend to look for the green seam agate 

I found last February. Woody and Kathy Woodside, 

Dean Cooper, Jim Thompson and myself were all 

there Saturday morning eager to hit the woods.  

Not a very large turnout for a club with so many 

members, hope to see more at next monthôs trip to 

the Toutle area.  

 Woody, Kathy and myself spent Friday and 

Saturday night camping along the small creek at 

the meeting place, it was a convenient & enjoyable 

weekend camp.  After Dean and Jim showed, waited 

until 9:15, then headed for the exploration.  The 

proposed site was blocked on the road with about a 

foot of snow, so we had to pack in about 200 yards, 

give or take a half yard.  

 

Jim Thompson holding up a nice prize of  green 

seam agate.  
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Continued next page.  



 

 

 

A variety of nice material  

All in all, everyone found some of the green seam 

agate, I think Jim spent more time clearing new 

spots for the next 

guys, not getting 

very much from 

any one spot.  

Dean Cooper 

jumped into the 

hole I was working 

Friday night, same 

hole from the Feb-

ruary dig, right 

after Jim had giv-

en it up without 

much success.  

Dean came out 

with the largest, 

thickest piece of 

the green material ï way to go Dean, the find of 

the weekend!  

 

Later in the day, we headed farther up the road, 

about another 150 yards to the blue opal site Rich-

ard Price had told us about.  There was material 

scattered all over the hillside.  You can see where 

other diggers had created holes and let the large 

boulders tumble down the bank onto the road.  

Things like this is what ruins it for all of us, they 

could have at least moved the rocks off the road 

when done.  On Sunday, that is exactly what I did, 

moved some of the smaller rocks off the road.  

Sunday morning, Woody and Kathy left early for 

home, and I went back up to explore new territory 

above the green seam area.  Nothing found up 

high, so I crossed through the woods over to the 

hillside from the night before and found a nice 

place to start a new dig.  This was a good choice, I 

brought out about 60 pounds of thick seam jas-

pers/agate mix, mostly black agate with transitions 

to mauve and reds.           -Dean Norman  
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